
Hi Everyone,
 
Brynna Gwynion play area
By the time you read this article the refurbishment of the Community Council’s play area at 
Brynna Gwynion will have been completed. There are 2 swings for the under 5s, a saucer 
swing, a climbing frame and an adventure trail to test balancing and swing skills. All the 
new pieces of equipment have had a new soft surface installed around them.
The grassed area has had a drainage system laid beneath it so that it should dry out 
quicker after any rainfall. The benches, goal posts, netball apparatus have been cleaned 
up and given a new coat paint and the woodwork around the toddler area given a new 
coat of wood stain. The equipment in the toddler area has been checked and is in good 
working order.
My thanks to all the contractors involved for a job well done and not forgetting the 
Council’s handyman for the work he has done as well. (see photos of New / Old)

Community and Infrastructure Group
As mentioned last month the Community Council set up a new Community and 
Infrastructure Group whose remit would be to meet on a regular basis to discuss a large 
variety of topics that impact on the community and make observation and or 
recommendations to the Council on such matters. The Community Council appointed 
myself, Councillors John Bowman, Will Thomas and Robert Lewis Watkins to sit on this 
group along with Maria Thomas, Sarah Linney and David Evans who volunteered as 
members of the public. It would be preferable to have at least one more member of the 
public willing to participate, so, any volunteers?
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Grants
Since we are now into a new financial year, can I remind all those wonderful, hardworking 
community groups in the Llanharan Community to contact the Clerk and request a grant 
application form so that the Community Council may consider supporting you this year with 
whatever project or event you have in mind that enables you to continue the brilliant work 
you do.
 
The Christmas lights community group
The event to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday unfortunately had to be cancelled at short 
notice. However, the events that are being planned for later this year are progressing.
 
Hillcrest/Meadow Rise play area and footpath
This is now the next project on the agenda so I am hoping that the contractors will be 
starting work in the near future. Watch this space for updates.
 
Llanharan Medical Facilities
The public meeting took place and was well attended by members of the public. Also 
officers from Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board (ABMU) and Bridgend 
Community Health Council (CHC), Huw Irranca-Davies AM, regional AMs (and or their 
representatives), our two members of RCT CBC, Cllr Roger Turner and Cllr Geraint 
Hopkins, and several Community Councillors including myself along with the partners and 
the practice manager of Pencoed Medical Centre.
The discussions were open and frank and I believe quite a few misconceptions were 
highlighted and corrected by all concerned. The outcome was that both ABMU and Cwm 
Taf Health Boards, along with the Local Community Health Councils, (The Community 
Health Councils are made up from members of the public and represent patient views in 
these matters), will meet in the near future to draw up a plan of action to overcome the 
short and long term challenges that the community faces. This plan will be put to a group 
comprising of the AMs, the two County Borough Members of our Community and the Chair 
of the Community Council and then fed back to the community through another public 
meeting. The Pencoed Medical Centre practice will also have an input into this process as 
well. I personally look forward to the next step.
 
Llanharan Bypass
Another public meeting took place to discuss this issue. Again it was well attended by 
members of the public. Also Chris Elmore MP, Huw Irranca-Davies AM and the regional 
AMs (or their representatives), our two members of RCT CBC Cllr Roger Turner and Cllr 
Geraint Hopkins and several Community Councillors including myself. It was generally 
acknowledged that the completion of the Bypass is a priority as far as the community is 
concerned to alleviate the increasing quantity of through traffic, which is having a 
detrimental affect on residents going about their day to day business. It was explained by 
Cllr Turner that the western part of the bypass, part of which is already constructed, will be 
completed up to a roundabout that will be located at the top of Enterprise Way by the 
developers of the Llanillid Parc Site. The eastern section which will run from the aforesaid 
roundabout and join the A473 somewhere in the vicinity between the entrance to 
Llanharan House and the petrol station to the east of Llanharan would have to be financed 
through public money. RCT CBC have this as a priority on their ‘123 List’, which is a list of 
infrastructure projects that can be financed wholly or partially from monies raised through 
the Community Infrastructure Levy. The Levy that would be raised solely from the whole 
Llanilid development would not cover the whole cost of this project. It would therefore need 
to attract funding from Welsh Government. The senior officers of RCT CBC are aware of 
this fact and are currently making a business case to attract investment into the project, 



particularly under the new City Deal Initiative. The AMs who were present undertook to 
support this and to look for other funding that may be accessible via Welsh Government.
The advent of electrification of the Cardiff to Swansea railway line was also raised and 
how that would affect Llanharan, since the existing bridge would more than likely need 
extensive works carried out on it. As it was likely that electrification would occur before the 
eastern part of the bypass would be completed, there was a consensus of opinion that at 
least a new bridge that would form part of the bypass at the eastern end of the eastern leg 
could be built prior to electrification, to relieve any congestion that may occur whilst the old 
bridge is being modified. The members of RCT CBC assured the meeting that this was 
also being looked at by the officers of RCT in their negotiations with Network Rail. Chris 
Elmore MP, also stated that he had a meeting scheduled with the UK Minister regarding 
electrification and its impact on our area and these points would form part of his 
discussions.
 
Royal British Legion
I was honoured to be invited to attend the Royal British Legion Vale of Glamorgan Area 
Annual Dinner, which was held in Llanharan Rugby Club on the 17th June. It was a 
wonderful evening and very well supported.  My thanks to the Llanharan Branch for the 
invitation and the company of Mr. Leighton Harris, the Branch President. The excellent 
meal was prepared and served by the staff and volunteers of Llanharan Drop in Centre, a 
new venture and first for them. Well done to all concerned.
 
Schools
It was mentioned in the last Community Council meeting that one of the local primary 
schools had shown a substantial drop in attendance over the recent weeks mainly due to 
parents taking their children out of school during term time for family holidays. 
Unfortunately a school’s performance and status is partially judged on whether it meets the 
attendance targets that Welsh Government, through the LEA, impose on it. Therefore, 
where we currently have two GREEN schools in our community we could find that they 
could lose that status next year.
 
Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and also 
clean up after your dog wherever you are.
There are plenty of disposal bins around the Community so there is no excuse really. 
 
Also please adhere to the parking waiting times outside the shops on the square 
and other places. By going over the allowed time not only do you risk a fine but prevent 
other users who may need to park for a short period from doing so. These places are not 
all-day parking areas therefore please be considerate to your fellow car users.
 
Useful Contacts
Sian Davies, Manager, Drop-in Centre 01443 229723  Email: 
llanharancommunity@btconnect.com 
 Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: 
clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 
Will Thomas, Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust 01443 237522 Email: mail@lrgt.co.uk 
 
Future Meetings
The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be on Thursday 21st July 2016 at The Llanharan 
Miner’s Welfare Hall, Llanharan at 7:00pm.
 

mailto:llanharancommunity@btconnect.com
mailto:clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
mailto:mail@lrgt.co.uk


A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and its committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s  web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 
Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 
 
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Chairman of Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk 
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